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Montalvo Community Council 

  Mark Abbe, Chair 
  Matt Russell, Vice Chair 
  John Richey, Secretary 
  Betsey Holt, Treasurer  
  Bill Blair, Member at large 

                  Shop Local  
Ace Auto Repair(805)642-4161 

Father and son team, Kevin and Eugene 
Hwang, have been in business in 
Montalvo since 2000.  Eugene was 
trained at Ventura College, while Kevin 
has learned on the job for more than 40 
years.  Together the duo can tackle any 
make or model of vehicle, as well as 
certify your car for smog inspection.  
Eugene is pleased to see the 
improvement in the Montalvo 
neighborhood since his youth.  He feels 
so safe these days that his two toddlers 
regularly come to the property at the 
corner of Seahawk and Alameda to 
spend time with him in the afternoons.  
Their hand crafted greenhouse is a 
relaxing environment for customers to 
sit and wait, constructed for their wife 
and mother from free sliding doors 
acquired via Craigslist.  Fair prices, and 
honest work mark this business! 

History  Montalvo school began as a $6000 building 

project in 1888, intended to meet the needs of the growing number 

of farming families in the area. The city of Montalvo had been 

founded the year prior, 1887, when the Southern Pacific Railroad 

reached the area and the town began to “boom.” Dedicated as 

“the most beautiful architectural design building to adorn Ventura 

County,”  the original building (pictured above) burned down after a 

well meaning Montalvoite used a blow torch to remove old paint 

from the exterior.   The one room school house included a shed to 

house horses that had been ridden to school, though most children 

walked to school barefoot, as they only owned one pair of shoes for 

special occasions. The building that stands today is the fourth 

incarnation, erected in 1939. The school was the heart of the 

community in the early days, hosting dances, potlucks, Christmas 

plays, and acting as a polling place and service building for the 

area’s farming families. People rode in horse drawn carriages and 

wagons to the annual school fair.  Today Montalvo Elementary 

School continues to be a point of pride for the surrounding 

community. 
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Know Your Neighbor
 Betsey Holt 

In 1951 
Betsey Holt 
came 
home from 
the 
hospital to 
Alameda 
Ave.  Her 
parents 
had 

purchased the home in 1948 for 
$10,500.  Betsey recalls her early life in 
Montalvo when most of the 
surrounding area was filled with 
orchards.  The neighborhood kids 
spent many afternoons playing on the 
“Montalvo Mound”, where Ralph’s now 
sits, often sliding in cardboard boxes 
down the hillside, newly grassed after 
the rains.   She remembers sitting at 
“Little Loops” (most recently Carrera’s 
Seafood) enjoying a hamburger and 
Coke at the counter, while watching 
the construction of the 101 FWY.   A 
graduate of Montalvo Elementary, 
Anacapa Junior High, and Buena High 
School, Betsey is a proud Venturan 
who enjoys the easy access Montalvo 
affords, and her good neighbors.  
Betsey’s father, Bob Holt, was a long 
time staff writer for the Ventura Star-
Free Press whose columns contributed 
to the history section of this newsletter.                    

New Mural 
Montalvo Elementary School has been working diligently since 
2013 to transform the school into an Arts Magnet.  The mural 
(seen below) that now proudly graces the front of the school on 
Grand Ave is a proclamation of their recent success.  Montalvo is 
one of six magnet schools in Ventura Unified School District, and 
their current focus is integrating visual arts into the curriculum.  
At Montalvo Elementary, art is not a separate activity, but an 
integral part of daily classroom and school life.   The artist, MB 
Hanrahan, is well known in Ventura for her murals on several 
VUSD schools.  Her artwork can also be seen at the rear entrance 
of the EP Foster Library and  under the 101 fwy near the 
fairgrounds.  She is a resident artist at the Bell Arts Factory on 
Ventura Avenue.   The image above can be found on a wall 
inside the Montalvo campus, and work is currently in progress to 
paint the hallway ceilings with sky and cloud murals.  
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